
The Joyful Journey
PART 2

Gospel Affections 
Philippians 1:1-11

Introduction:


 The Joy of Christian Friendship (1:1-11):

• This Week - Gospel Affections 
• Next Sunday - Grace Expectations


New Testament Letters arose from the Lives of Real People in Rich Relationship:


 Paul, the Missionary


 The Macedonian Call


 An Unusual Reception in an Unusual City


 A Non-Traditional Church-planting Team

Affectionate, Nourishing Relationships flourish when folks share:

       
 1. Gospel Passion.

Your fellowship in the Gospel...

       
 2. Rich Memories.


 
 Upon every remembrance of you...

       
 3. Eager Generosity


 
 A heartfelt “Thank You” note...



Philippians 1:1-11

1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ,
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
   
3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request 
for you all with joy, 5 for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident 
of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ; 7 just as it is right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as 
both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of 
grace. 8 For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ. 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 
10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till 
the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God.

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee
God of glory, Lord of love
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee
Opening to the sun above
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness
Drive the dark of doubt away
Giver of immortal gladness
Fill us with the light of day

Mortals, join the mighty chorus
Which the morning stars began
Father love is reigning o'er us
Brother love binds man to man
Ever singing, march we onward
Victors in the midst of strife
Joyful music lifts us Sonward
In the triumph song of life



Acts 16:6-40

The Macedonian Call
   
6 Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 7 After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, 
but the Spirit[a] did not permit them. 8 So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 And a vision 
appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” 10 Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to 
Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.

Lydia Baptized at Philippi
   
11 Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and the next day came to 
Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part of Macedonia, a colony. 
And we were staying in that city for some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to 
the riverside, where prayer was customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met 
there. 14 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city of 
Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. 15 And 
when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.

Paul and Silas Imprisoned
   
16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination 
met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl followed Paul and us, and 
cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of 
salvation.” 18 And this she did for many days. 
But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ 
to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour. 19 But when her masters saw that their hope of 
profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. 
20 And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble 
our city; 21 and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.” 
22 Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and 
commanded them to be beaten with rods. 23 And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw 
them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Having received such a charge, he 
put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.

The Philippian Jailer Saved
   
25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. 27 And the 
keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners 
had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. 28 But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, 
“Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.” 
29 Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 And he brought 
them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
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31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 
32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took 
them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were 
baptized. 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, 
having believed in God with all his household.

Paul Refuses to Depart Secretly
   
35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers, saying, “Let those men go.” 
36 So the keeper of the prison reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let 
you go. Now therefore depart, and go in peace.” 
37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us openly, uncondemned Romans, and have thrown us 
into prison. And now do they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let them come themselves and get us 
out.” 
38 And the officers told these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that 
they were Romans. 39 Then they came and pleaded with them and brought them out, and asked them 
to depart from the city. 40 So they went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia; and when 
they had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed.

Philippians 4:10-20
10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again; though you 
surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in 
whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. 
Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to 
suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ[b] who strengthens me. 

14 Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my distress. 15 Now you Philippians know 
also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with 
me concerning giving and receiving but you only. 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once 
and again for my necessities. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your 
account. 18 Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things 
sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. 19 And my 
God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our 
God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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