
What on Earth are We Doing?
Part 1

Two Kingdoms, One King
Daniel 4:28-37

Introduction:


 The Timing & Timelessness of these Reflections

I. The Events of this Week were & are Momentous & Significant


 Two Understandable Evaluations & Emotions:


 Two Equally Inappropriate, Common Christian Reactions:


 
 A. Political, Social Events like these are Nothing.


 
 B. Political, Social Events like these are Everything.

II. The Events of Weeks like These should Powerfully Magnify:


 A. The Trust-worthiness of Our Sovereign God.


 
 Psalm 20:6-8     Psalm 115:1-3     Isaiah 40:13-23


 B. The Hope of Our Eternal Salvation.


 
 Acts 1:6-8


 C. The Citizenship of Our Eternal Kingdom.


 
 Philippians 3:20-21     2 Corinthians 4:16-18


 D. The Joy of where we Are & what we can readily Affect.


 
 1 Thessalonians 4:10-12     The Message of Ecclesiastes


 E. The Expectation of God’s Unstoppable Work among the Nations. 


 
 Revelation 4:8-14



Daniel 4:29-37

 29 At the end of the twelve months he was walking about the royal palace of Babylon. 30 The king 
spoke, saying, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power 
and for the honor of my majesty?”
 31 While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice fell from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to 
you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from you! 32 And they shall drive you from men, and 
your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen; and seven 
times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives 
it to whomever He chooses.”
 33 That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and 
ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had grown like eagles’ 
feathers and his nails like birds’ claws.
   
 34 And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding 
returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever:

      For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
      And His kingdom is from generation to generation. 
       35 All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; 
      He does according to His will in the army of heaven 
      And among the inhabitants of the earth. 
      No one can restrain His hand 
      Or say to Him, “What have You done?” 

 36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my honor and 
splendor returned to me. My counselors and nobles resorted to me, I was restored to my kingdom, 
and excellent majesty was added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the 
King of heaven, all of whose works are truth, and His ways justice. And those who walk in pride He 
is able to put down.



Psalm 20:6-8 
 6 Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; 
       he answers him from his holy heaven 
       with the saving power of his right hand.
 7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 
       but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.
 8 They are brought to their knees and fall, 
       but we rise up and stand firm.

Isaiah 40:13-23
13 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, 
      Or as His counselor has taught Him? 
       14 With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him, 
      And taught Him in the path of justice? 
      Who taught Him knowledge, 
      And showed Him the way of understanding? 
       15 Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, 
      And are counted as the small dust on the scales; 
      Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing. 
       16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, 
      Nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt offering. 
       17 All nations before Him are as nothing, 
      And they are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless. 
       18 To whom then will you liken God? 
      Or what likeness will you compare to Him? 
       19 The workman molds an image, 
      The goldsmith overspreads it with gold, 
      And the silversmith casts silver chains. 
       20 Whoever is too impoverished for such a contribution 
      Chooses a tree that will not rot; 
      He seeks for himself a skillful workman 
      To prepare a carved image that will not totter. 
       21 Have you not known? 
      Have you not heard? 
      Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
      Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
       22 It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, 
      And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, 
      Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
      And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. 
       23 He brings the princes to nothing; 
      He makes the judges of the earth useless. 



Psalm 115
 1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us 
       but to your name be the glory, 
       because of your love and faithfulness.
 2 Why do the nations say, 
       "Where is their God?"
 3 Our God is in heaven; 
       he does whatever pleases him.
 
Acts 1:6-8
6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me[a] in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.”

Philippians 3:20-21
20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our 
lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is 
being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.

1 Thessalonians 4:10-12
10 ...But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more; 11 that you also aspire to lead a 
quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you, 12 
that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and that you may lack nothing.

Ecclesiastes 3:9-13
 9 What profit has the worker from that in which he labors? 10 I have seen the God-given task with 
which the sons of men are to be occupied. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He 
has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from 
beginning to end.
 12 I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good in their lives, 13 and also 
that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his labor—it is the gift of God.
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Revelation 4:8-14
8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: 
      “ You are worthy to take the scroll, 
      And to open its seals; 
      For You were slain, 
      And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 
      Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
       10 And have made us[d] kings[e] and priests to our God; 
      And we[f] shall reign on the earth.” 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and 
the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice: 
      “ Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
      To receive power and riches and wisdom, 
      And strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13 And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: 
      “ Blessing and honor and glory and power 
      Be to Him who sits on the throne, 
      And to the Lamb, forever and ever!”[g]
14 Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four[h] elders fell down and 
worshiped Him who lives forever and ever.
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